
We, the members of the Crosby HIgh School Community are committed to providing a safe and welcoming 
environment that promotes a creative, innovative, and intellectually challenging learning experience to ensure that 

all students are prepared to become college and career ready in order to be productive members of a diverse 
society. 

 

 
                                                 CROSBY HIGH SCHOOL COURSE SYLLABUS  
  
Crosby Course Number & Title: 400A - AP Biology 
Instructor’s Name: Ms. Spagnoletti 
Email: rspagnoletti@waterbury.k12.ct.us OR spagnolettiscience@gmail.com  
Semester & Year: Full Year 2018-2019  
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
This course provides a thorough and advanced study of biological principles and concepts at the college 
freshman level. Students must be highly motivated and competent in scientific experimentation and 
research. Availability of this and other AP courses in a given year depends on student enrollment. 
 
COURSE GOALS/LEARNING OBJECTIVES 
This is a highly intensive advanced placement biology course. It is designed to expose you to the 
organisms and systems in the world around you. In doing this, you will take responsibility for your 
learning by working both independently and with your peers. You will participate in many laboratory 
experiences. The activities are inquiry-based and require you to think critically in order to answer 
questions. We will collect and analyze data to further your understanding of the natural world. 
Ultimately, throughout this course, you will develop essential skills that you will apply in your future 
college level classes.  
 
The course is structured around the following big ideas.  
1: The process of evolution drives the diversity and unity of life 
2: Biological systems utilize free energy and molecular building blocks to grow, to reproduce, and to 
maintain dynamic homeostasis.  
3: Living systems store, transmit, and respond to information essential to life processes.  
4: Biological systems interact, and these systems and their interactions possess complex processes.  
 
REQUIRED TEXTBOOK AND MATERIALS  

● Hills, David, et al. Principles of Life (Second Edition). Sinauer Associates 2015 (supplied) 
● AP Biology Investigative Labs: An Inquiry-Based Approach. The College Board 2012 (supplied) 
● Composition notebook for recording laboratory methodology, data, and graphs (supplied) 
● “Large and in-charge” 3-ring binder with notebook paper - maybe a smaller one to bring to class, 

but you will be getting a lot of worksheets 
● Four-function calculator (supplied) 

 
RECOMMENDED TEXTS 

● A good AP review text (Cliff, Barron, Princeton Review) - this is a great resource to study from! 
● AP Biology lab Manual for Students. The College Board 2001 

 
COURSE POLICIES 

- Attendance and Tardy Policy 
- Attendance Policy: Please refer to the district policy located on the Crosby website or in 

the student handbook (https://goo.gl/nSz4er) 
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- Students who are tardy to a class 3 times will serve a detention issued by the classroom 
teacher. Each subsequent tardy will be a referral to the office for disciplinary action.  

 
- Late Work Policy 

- Refer to district grading policy or see the link at the bottom of the page. 
 

- Academic Dishonesty - Academic dishonesty shall in general mean conduct which has as its 
intent or effect the false representation of a student’s academic performance, including but not 
limited to:  

 
a. Cheating on an examination  
b. Collaborating with others in work to be presented, contrary to the stated rules of the course  
c. Plagiarizing, including the submission of  
others ideas or papers (whether purchased, borrowed or otherwise obtained) as one’s own  
d. Stealing or having unauthorized access to examination or course materials  
e. Falsifying records, laboratory or other data  
f. Submitting, if contrary to the rules of a course, work previously presented in another course  
g. Knowingly and intentionally assisting another student in any of the above, including assistance 
in an arrangement whereby any work, classroom performance, examination or other activity is 
submitted or performed by a person other than the student under whose name the work is 
submitted or performed.  
 
Students should not give or receive aid during examinations, quizzes, tests or lab assignments. 
Students should not use answers to examinations, quizzes and tests written on cheat sheets, 
clothing or body parts, or obtained from others who have taken the same test prior to them. 
Students should not use in any written work, without proper acknowledgement, the wording of 
any sentence or part of a sentence of another author without acknowledgement of the original 
author. Students should not use calculating devices during tests where calculators are not 
permitted.  
 
Plagiarism according to The American Heritage Dictionary of the English Language, Fourth 
Edition, 2000, is “1. A piece of writing that has been copied from someone else and is presented 
as being your own. 2. The act of plagiarizing: taking someone’s words or ideas as if they were 
your own.” If you copy another’s work in a paper, for instance, you must put the copied material 
in quotation marks and footnote or endnotes. If you restate the language or thoughts of another 
in your own words, you are paraphrasing. Omit the quotation marks, but footnote or endnote 
the original source. Not to attribute the idea to the original person is to plagiarize. In general, it 
is better to acknowledge too many sources than too few.  

Plagiarism, as defined above, is considered a serious academic offense. According to 
Connecticut statute, plagiarism is a criminal act and classified as a Class “B” 
misdemeanor. The teacher, in conference with an administrator, will exercise his/her 
professional judgment when determining an appropriate penalty for a project that has 
been plagiarized. The nature of the penalty should be relative to the magnitude of the 
offense. Examples of penalties that will be invoked are: a zero for the project, an “F” for 
the course, and/or referral to the proper authorities. The teacher and administrator will 
determine if the student may be permitted to complete the paper properly, or write an 
entire new paper properly. These and other penalties will not be imposed when the 
classroom teacher determines that the sources in a paper have been mis-cited. The 



 

teacher with the administration will determine the extent of grade reduction and 
possible suspension or referral to authorities. (Obtained from Tunxis Community College 
Handbook)  

 
CODE OF CONDUCT 

- Profanity 
- The use of profanity in school is unacceptable and can result in an office 

referral.  
- Cell Phone Usage Policy  

- Cell phones MUST BE off and away other than when approved by the teacher 
for academic purposes 

- 1st offense: Confiscate, warning and notify parent, return to student at the end 
of the school day.  

- 2nd offense: Confiscate, in school suspension or after school detention, item to 
be returned to parent/legal guardian only at the end of the school day.  

- 3rd offense: Confiscate, out of school suspension, item to be returned to 
parent/legal guardian only at the end of the school day. (https://goo.gl/FMxNyt) 

 
- Disposition Toward Learning  

 
Student/Parent Handbook:  https://goo.gl/rsFr95 
 
COURSE GRADING (Per District Policy) 
60% Assessments 
20% Classwork 
10% Disposition Toward Learning 
10% Homework 
 
COURSE EXPECTATIONS 
All students are required to take the AP Biology exam in May. Due to the limited amount of time we 
have together in class and the large amount of material that must be covered, this course will move 
quickly and you will be expected to complete work independently. If you plan to do well on the AP exam 
and succeed in this class, you must be committed to the workload.  
 
TECHNOLOGY 
Remind 101: This is an app that allows me to text the class reminders and alerts throughout the year. 
Text @msrspag to 81010 to enroll in the class. 
Schoology: Notes, classwork, and some online assessments will be posted on schoology. Go to 
schoology.com, create a student account, and enter the code XRDNW-CWM7X to join the class.  
 
COURSE WORK 
Students are expected to do a great deal of work outside of class. In order to be successful in this course 
you will need to develop studying strategies that best suit your learning style. A few strategies must be 
completed by all students… 

● Reading is to be completed when assigned and reviewed before class 
● Reading is an active process in which bolded or italicized terms are defined and any questions 

you have while reading are noted.  
● In class notes should be reviewed frequently 
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● Ask questions in class! There are no bad questions. You are probably thinking of the same 
question as someone else in the class. 

● Form study groups with your peers as often as you can 
 

ASSESSMENTS 
Tests: Test will likely cover multiple chapters. Each test will be formatted like the AP exam in May. This 
includes multiple choice and free response questions (FRQ). Tests are designed to show you how to 
apply the knowledge you have learned in class. They are not meant to have simple, factual answers. 
Therefore, when taking tests in this class, it is important that you remain calm and confident. You must 
be able to think clearly on test days.  
 
Quizzes: You will be given many mini-quizzes throughout this course. These are quick 5-10 minute 
assessments. The purpose of them is to ensure that you are reviewing your notes and completing your 
homework assignments on time. As long as you do what is asked of you, these quizzes will not be 
difficult.  
 
HOMEWORK 
Graded on an effort basis: 
10 - You turned in a very thorough homework set in class on the due date 
9 - Your homework was either slightly less than thorough OR it was turned in a day late 
7-8 - Your homework was pretty well done OR was fabulous, but 2-3 days late 
6-7 - Your homework was incomplete OR 3-7 days late 
5 - Your homework was only 50% complete OR it was over a week late 
0 - You never turned it in 
 
Homework Options: 

● Outline of chapter (minimum of 1 full page) - This should show that the reading was done from 
the text, not simply a rewriting of the notes posted on Schoology. These outlines should include 
diagrams, themes, main ideas, vocabulary definitions, and formatting showing an understanding 
of the material. 

● Cornell Notes designed for taking notes in class, I am asking that you apply the same idea to 
taking notes while reading the book. These notes should be about 2 pages minimum. (see 
example)  

 
● Diagramming - Use your artistic talents to draw or recreate key figures in the notes or text and 

label clearly and nearly all structures or components of the diagram. These should be highly 
detailed and should encompass the entirety of the themes in the chapter to get full credit.  

 



 

MAKE-UP WORK 
● It is your responsibility to find out the work (CW, HW, and notes) you missed when absent for 

any reason 
● Make-up work will NOT be addressed during class - see Ms. Spagnoletti before or after class 
● If you are absent the day before a test or quiz, you will still take it on the scheduled day as you 

will only be missing review 
● You will have the same number of days you were absent to complete make-up work 

 
IMPORTANT GUIDELINES TO REMEMBER 

● Always stay in dress code 
● Always use appropriate language 
● Always leave teacher’s personal belongings alone 
● NO cheating, copying, or plagiarizing 
● NO card playing or dice rolling 
● NO bullying or harassment of any kind 
● NO horseplay or physical violence 

 
DO NOT BRING 

● Food - this is a lab 
● Drinks other than water, and not in a sealable container 
● ANy item that will interfere with instruction 
● Cell Phones, MP3 Players, video game devices 

 
ONE LAST NOTE… 
I am very interested in you success in this course. I look forward to working with you and getting to 
know you this year! Let’s have some fun and work hard together. In order to have success in this course, 
it is important that you are prepared for each class. This means bringing your notebook and textbook to 
class, completing your homework on time, working hard outside of class, and being safe and 
conscientious in the laboratory. I take safety very seriously, for everyone’s sake. It is important that you 
act with respect and safety, take the time to work through the exercises that were given to you, and gain 
an understanding of the reading and the work that we do in class. We are in a partnership working 
toward your success. I am here for you!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Student Name (print): ________________________________________________________ 
 
Class Period: ___________________________ 
 
These classroom guidelines are put in place to create an atmosphere of understanding among 
the student, teacher, and parent/guardian. I encourage parent/guardian participation. Let’s 
make this a wonderful and successful academic year! Please contact me at 
rspagnoletti@waterbury.k12.ct.us with any questions or concerns. I look forward to hearing 
from you! 
 
Student Signature/Date: _________________________________________________________ 
 
Parent/Guardian Signature/Date: 
__________________________________________________ 
 
To be completed by Parent/Guardian 
Contact Information: 

Best number to reach you at: ____________________________________ 
 

Email address: ____________________________________________ 
 
Don’t forget to stay current with your child’s schoolwork on PowerSchool! 
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